Queensland Government

Cabinet – May 2014
Professional Engineers and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2014
Minister for Housing and Public Works

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Government is implementing reforms to the Professional Engineers Act 2002 (the Act), following a review by the Board of Professional Engineers of Queensland and an industry consultation process conducted by KPMG.
2. The amendments to the Act are based on the review findings and address many of the issues which had been raised, with the key amendments including: 
· Clarifying critical definitions in the Act to provide greater clarity and guidance to stakeholders. 
· Providing a clear statement in the Act to the effect that a person carrying out professional engineering services outside Queensland, for projects based in Queensland, must be a registered professional engineer or working under the direct supervision of a registered professional engineer. 
· Introducing a new category of non-practising engineer to cater for retired engineers and for engineers on maternity leave or other career breaks. 
· Including additional provisions in the Act so that the Board has the power to reject complaints if it reasonably considers that the complaint is unfounded or lacking in substance and expand the range of options available to the Board in dealing with unregistered engineers, such as to issue cautions, reprimands or enter undertakings. 
3. The Government is also continuing to implement its Ten Point Action Plan associated with reforms to the Queensland Building and Construction Commission. 
4. In the second implementation stage of reforms, it is proposed to make a number of amendments to the Queensland Building and Construction Commission Act 1991, Building Act 1975 and Plumbing and Drainage Act 2002 including: 
· Providing for the internal review of decisions that have the potential to go to the Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal (for example insurance, homeowner complaints and licensing). 
· More clearly identifying that a licensee ought not to be categorised as a ‘permanently excluded individual’ as a result of a ‘relevant bankruptcy event’ and a ‘relevant company event’ arising out of the same event. 
· Transferring functions including licensing, compliance and disciplinary action relating to plumbers and drainers and pool safety inspectors from the Department of Housing and Public Works to the Queensland Building and Construction Commission, with policy responsibility for the administration of the Building Act 1975 and the Plumbing and Drainage Act 2002. It is also proposed to disband the Plumbing Industry Council whose current role will be undertaken by the Queensland Building and Construction Commission. 
5. Cabinet approved the introduction of the Professional Engineers and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2014 into the Legislative Assembly. 
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